CHAPTER III
THE SUICIDE OF  THE OLD  ORDER

THE  WEAKNESS  OF THE   CONSERVATIVE  PARTNERS

exists, or at all events existed, among certain
J[ circles of no small political and economic importance, in
Germany and abroad, a conception of events in Germany
which cannot be too strongly repudiated. This is that a number
of great capitalists, thoroughly aware of what they are about,
coolly calculating and entirely realist, are deliberately guiding
the course of events from behind the scenes, or at least keeping a
close watch on events, ready to come forward at any moment if
necessary and to declare and carry into effect the actual aims
underlying the whole of the developments in Germany.
Supported abroad both economically and politically, these
people, it is or was supposed, are allowing the National
Socialist wave to spend itself. They have deliberately allowed
National Socialism to come into the foreground, convinced that
without some sort of revolutionary mass movement, in which
the accumulated tension can find an outlet, the German nation
cannot be shepherded into a genuine and lasting restoration of
the old order. These people, it is or was supposed, had the
means at any time of compelling a restoration of stability in
German public affairs, but their deliberate purpose was to
allow the National Socialist revolution to reach its climax,
taking advantage of all the confusion it might Droduce in the
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